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County Employment and Wages in Puerto Rico - Third Quarter 2013

Puerto Rico’s only large county, the municipio of San Juan, reported an employment loss of 2.9 percent
from September 2012 to September 2013, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. (Large
counties are defined as those with employment of 75,000 or more as measured by 2012 annual average
employment.) Chief Regional Economist Martin Kohli noted that in September 2013, San Juan’s
employment level of 255,000 accounted for 28.0 percent of total employment in the commonwealth.

In the United States, employment grew 1.7 percent over the year, as 286 of the 334 largest U.S. counties
gained jobs. (See chart 1.) The 334 largest counties made up 71.4 percent of total U.S. employment.

The average weekly wage in San Juan was $598 in the third quarter of 2013, 0.3 percent lower than a
year ago. By comparison, the U.S. weekly wage increased 1.9 percent over the year to $922. (See table 1
and chart 2.)
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Employment and wage levels (but not over-the-year changes) are also available for the 77 municipios in
Puerto Rico with employment below 75,000. All 77 had wages below the U.S. average of $922. (See
table 2.) Juncos, at $871, had the highest average weekly wage. Guaynabo and Barceloneta had weekly
wages above $600. The three municipios with average weekly wages exceeding $600 were located on
the northern and eastern parts of the island. Thirty-five municipios had average weekly wages below



$400, with roughly half of these low-wage municipios located in the western end of the island, including
Aguada, Lares (each at $326), and Las Marias ($310). (See chart 3.)

In the neighboring Virgin Islands, average weekly wages were also below the U.S. average. The highest
average weekly wage among the three Virgin Island counties was $718 in St. Thomas. Average weekly
wages on St. Croix and St. John were $698 and $645, respectively, well above wage averages in most of
Puerto Rico’s municipios.

Though employment on each island was below 25,000, more than half of the territory’s 37,900 jobs in
September 2013 were on St. Thomas, and an additional 14,600 were on St. Croix.

Additional statistics and other information
QCEW data for states have been included in this release in table 3. For additional information about
quarterly employment and wage data, please read the Technical Note or visit www.bls.gov/cew.

Employment and Wages Annual Averages Online features comprehensive information by detailed
industry on establishments, employment, and wages for the nation and all states. The 2012 edition of
this publication, which was published in September 2013, contains selected data produced by Business
Employment Dynamics (BED) on job gains and losses, as well as selected data from the first quarter
2013 version of the national news release. Tables and additional content from Employment and Wages
Annual Averages 2012 are now available online at www.bls.gov/cew/cewbultn12.htm. The 2013 edition
of Employment and Wages Annual Averages Online will be available in September 2014.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice
phone: (202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.

County employment and wage data for the fourth quarter 2012 are scheduled to be released on
Thursday, June 19, 2014.

Technical Note

Average weekly wage data by county are compiled under the Quarterly Census of Employment and
Wages (QCEW) program, also known as the ES-202 program. The data are derived from summaries of
employment and total pay of workers covered by state and federal unemployment insurance (UI)
legislation and provided by State Workforce Agencies (SWAs). The 9.3 million employer reports cover
135.0 million full- and part-time workers. The average weekly wage values are calculated by dividing
quarterly total wages by the average of the three monthly employment levels of those covered by Ul
programs. The result is then divided by 13, the number of weeks in a quarter. It is to be noted, therefore,
that over-the-year wage changes for geographic areas may reflect shifts in the composition of
employment by industry, occupation, and such other factors as hours of work. Thus, wages may vary
among counties, metropolitan areas, or states for reasons other than changes in the average wage level.
Data for all states, Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), counties, and the nation are available on the
BLS Web site at www.bls.gov/cew; however, data in QCEW press releases have been revised and may
not match the data contained on the Bureau’s Web site.
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QCEW data are not designed as a time series. QCEW data are simply the sums of individual
establishment records reflecting the number of establishments that exist in a county or industry at a point
in time. Establishments can move in or out of a county or industry for a number of reasons—some
reflecting economic events, others reflecting administrative changes.

The preliminary QCEW data presented in this release may differ from data released by the individual
states as well as from the data presented on the BLS Web site. These potential differences result from the
states’ continuing receipt, review and editing of UI data over time. On the other hand, differences
between data in this release and the data found on the BLS Web site are the result of adjustments made
to improve over-the-year comparisons. Specifically, these adjustments account for administrative
(noneconomic) changes such as a correction to a previously reported location or industry classification.
Adjusting for these administrative changes allows users to more accurately assess changes of an
economic nature (such as a firm moving from one county to another or changing its primary economic
activity) over a 12-month period. Currently, adjusted data are available only from BLS press releases.



Table 1. Covered!!) employment and wages in the United States, Puerto Rico, and San Juan, third quarter

2013@
Employment Average weekly wage
Percent

September change, Percent change,

2013 September Average weekly |  third quarter

rea thousands - wage -

A (th ds) 2012-13 @ g 2012-13 @
United Sates ) ..o 134,957.5 1.7 $922 1.9
Puerto Rico . 910.9 -2.5 501 -0.6
SAN JUBN .t e s 255.0 -2.9 598 -0.3

M Includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.

@ Data are preliminary.
® Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

@ Percent changes were computed from quarterly employment and pay data adjusted for noneconomic county reclassifications.

® Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.



Table 2. Covered!") employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Puerto Rico, third

quarter 20132
Employment
September Average
2013 weekly wage
Area (thousands) ®
UNItEd SEAtES ™) .. .ottt et 134,957.50 $922
[V L= a (o T [T PSP PP ROPPPPPPPN 910.9 501
Adjuntas..... 1.9 351
N U= Lo £ T USSP TSR U PO PRRTRTUPPPP 4.4 326
e LU= o 11 OSSOSO 17 520
Lo [V T = U= o P PSPPSR OPPRRN 1.8 396
AAIDONIEO .. E e h e E e h e r bttt r e 54 461
4 =T oo TSSO 5.3 455
N =Yoo Lo SRR OPSRUPRRN 21.9 475
L4 (0o USSP PP PR OPPROPPRRN: 2.5 481
L T (er=] (o] g = = O PO P TSP OUPPPPPN 9.6 615
Barranquitas.. 3.4 405
BaAYAIMON ...t bbb h ettt b et h e e b et et 56 451
[07= oo TN (o] o U PSPPSRI 5.5 333
(0= T U TSSOSO P R UUPROPRRUSRPPN 46.3 457
(0= 11411 PSP UR PP RUSPPN 3.6 351
L7 1oL o - TSRS 6.4 431
[07= 1] 110 - TSP PR 51.3 444
(07 1 =1 o Lo T PP PRT PRI 10.3 565
[OOSR PR U PP RTRPPIN 10.4 518
i 1.2 398
1.7 378
L0 To [ TSSOSO S P PRRT PR 5.9 499
(070711 o PSP PRUUPTOPRRTRRPPN 4 392
(070714 1=Y 4o T TP P PSPPSR 2.1 362
107 ] .4 | PSRRI 4.3 360
L0011 o] - TSSOSO 0.4 339
Dorado ... 7.6 465
L= = Lo (o TSSOSO PR OUPPPPION 11.5 458
Lo T = OSSR 1.3 390
L TUE T Loz T PSSR 2.2 344
[CTUE= )= Ty o PP PR PR 10.7 527
[CTUE= Y7 T 11 T PSP P RS UPOTRRTSPPRI 2.6 412
[CTUE= o E= oo RSP P PP PTOTRTSROPN 45.4 613
LT = oo XTSRS 6.5 553
L L] OSSPSR USRS 8.1 355
Hormigueros .... 24 337
[ [0 0 g E= o= o H TS PO P PR OUPPRPPIN 16.8 523
LT o= = OSSR 6.6 418
JAYUY@ . bbbt h ettt et ettt et et r e sine s 2.7 467

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Covered!") employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Puerto Rico, third
quarter 2013 - Continued

Employment
September Average
2013 weekly wage
Area (thousands) ®

6.6 423
6.6 871
2.6 330
3.6 326
1.2 310
6.5 567
1.6 404
(U T U1 T O UPOPR U PTRPRPPO 1.8 411
[ E= T E= SRR PUP PR 13.7 484
[ E= T (o= To T P URRTUPPPUPPT 1.3 396
1= 10 = o T T PP PSPPI 1.7 512
Mayaguez . 31.3 439
1YL Yo RO 3.7 341
IVIOTOVIS ..ottt ettt e e e oottt e e e e e et ee e e e e e aaae e e e e e e e aab e e e e e e e e eansseeeeeee e asbeeeeeeeeensanaeeeeeaanarnaaaeeans 2.6 359
LI\ F= T U= o T R PO P TSP UUPPPPIN 1.9 398
LN E=T = 0] (o F TR PO P PP PP OUPPPRPPION 2.8 377
(@ e YeTo) V7[R 3.2 337
[ 111 =TSRSS 1.8 385
PENUEIAS ...ttt oottt e e e e ettt ee e e ettt ee e e e e e e abt e et ee e e e haaeeeeeeaanhnaeeeeeaaanbateeeeeeaanarnaaaeeaans 2.9 437
PrONCE .ttt e — et e e e e e —————ee e e e —t—etee e e e Eaeeeeeeeaanheteeeeeaaanaateeeeeeaannreeeeeeaaas 50.8 433
Quebradillas.. 2.2 371
[T o7 oo WS 1.6 342
R C 1 =3 o L SRR USSP PPN 6 416
SADANA GIrANUE........eiiieiiie ettt e e ettt e e et e e et e e e st e e e e aee e e aab e e e easeeeeabaeeeaaeeeeareeeabaeeaareeeanbaeeaanreeeaaneas 2.7 362
ST [0 =TSRSS 4 447
= LA 1= 40 0 F=1 o DSOS 9 424
7= LY LU= o DO SRS UERRRRURPPI 255 598
San Lorenzo.. 4.3 499
=TI T=Y o - 11 4= o F OSSP SO PRRPRO 5.2 340
= 1oL = T Er=1 o1 USROS 52 387
LT I\ = TSSO SRRUSPPPUPRTRRRRINt 3.5 364
B = 1 == - TSP PRTSOTPROPPRRN: 13.4 429
LT Lo 3 (o TSSO PRSPPI 111 329
[0 LU E=To Lo PP SPPPPPPPPPRPPPRRINE 3.8 424
Y Cle I = F ST PP TSP PR VSRR 4.5 402
RV e = = = - T PP PRROTPRURRRN: 8 488
Vieques 1.6 397
Villalba 3.1 559
=] 01U oo - IR SRRSO 3 388
349

R 10 oo TSRS PTPSPPTIN 6.5

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Covered!") employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Puerto Rico, third
quarter 2013 - Continued

™ Includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.
@ Data are preliminary.

® Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

 Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands



Table 3. Covered!") employment and wages by state, third quarter 2013

Employment Average weekly wage ®
Percent Percent National
September change, Average National change, ranking by
2013 September weekly ranking by | third quarter percent
State (thousands) | 2012-13 wage level 2012-13 change ¥

United States ® ........ocooiiiicceeecee e, 134,957.5 1.7 $922 - 1.9 -
AlBDAMA ... 1,847.6 0.8 794 34 1.3 43
AJBSKA ... s 345.0 0.4 990 9 3.0 7
ATIZONA .ot 2,490.9 2.2 859 22 1.5 36
ATKBNSAS ...t 1,156.5 0.1 723 47 2.1 21
California.......eeveieeeeceicc e 15,526.4 2.7 1,057 6 21 21
Colorado....... 2,355.7 3.1 952 12 1.7 31
CONNECHCUL ......coiiiiieee e, 1,650.3 0.7 1,109 3 1.9 28
DEIAWArE ......eoiiiiieiee e 416.8 2.1 941 14 2.1 21
District of Columbia..........ccoeeiiviniiiiiiicieseecc s 726.2 1.5 1,560 1 3.0 7
7,501.8 2.6 808 31 1.1 46
3,928.2 2.3 867 21 1.5 36
617.7 1.7 839 25 1.6 33
644.7 23 703 50 23 19
5,731.7 0.7 959 11 1.5 36
2,883.6 1.2 784 38 1.6 33
1,512.0 1.5 772 40 2.1 21
1,347.6 1.8 776 39 2.0 26
KENLUCKY ... 1,794.5 1.0 760 43 1.1 46
LoUISIANA. .....coiiiiiiec e 1,893.4 1.4 827 28 2.9 10
MaINE .. 601.5 0.7 735 46 1.8 30
Maryland .........ooiiii s 2,546.4 0.6 1,011 8 0.4 51
Massachusetts .... 3,318.3 1.2 1,131 2 2.6 11
MiIChigan ........cviiiiie e 4,069.7 2.1 875 20 1.5 36
MiINNESOTA. ... .. 2,724.2 1.7 938 15 2.6 11
MISSISSIPPI ettt 1,099.1 0.8 688 51 25 15
MISSOU ...t 2,661.0 1.3 805 32 1.4 40
MONEANE ... 446.7 1.2 705 49 23 19
NEDraska..........ccoveieiiiiiiecieece e 937.5 1.3 766 41 34 3
NEVAAA ... 1,169.4 2.5 836 27 2.0 26
New Hampshire 624.5 0.6 895 18 24 17
New Jersey 3,851.9 1.2 1,068 5 1.3 43
New Mexico 793.7 0.5 766 41 0.7 49
NEW YOTK ..o 8,724.8 1.3 1,108 4 1.7 31
North Carolina .........c.ccoeeieieeiereeeceree e 4,006.4 1.7 817 30 1.4 40
NOrth Dakota.......ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiceneeceee e 436.7 34 921 16 5.5 1
OO e 5,147.5 1.4 837 26 1.2 45
OKIANOMA......ooiiiiiieee e 1,572.6 14 797 33 2.4 17
L@ =TT 3 SR 1,709.8 24 856 23 2.6 11

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 3. Covered!") employment and wages by state, third quarter 20132 - Continued

Employment Average weekly wage ®
Percent Percent National
September change, Average National change, ranking by
2013 September weekly ranking by | third quarter percent
State (thousands) | 2012-13 wage level 2012-13 change ¥

Pennsylvania...........cocooiiiiiiiii 5,622.4 0.3 913 17 1.6 33
Rhode Island...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiicee e 465.2 1.3 878 19 2.6 1
South Caroling .........cccooveviiiiiciee e 1,859.3 23 751 44 1.9 28
South Dakota .......eoveiiiieiiie e 408.9 0.9 706 48 3.4 3
TENNESSEE ...t 2,712.8 1.5 819 29 0.6 50
TEXAS ..ttt 11,091.9 2.8 952 12 25 15
1,265.5 2.9 791 36 3.1 6

302.5 0.0 788 37 3.4 3

VIPGINIA .. 3,650.1 0.6 971 10 1.1 46
Washington ........c.cocveiiiiiiiiiie e 3,017.9 24 1,044 7 2.1 21
West Virginia ........coooveiiiieiiiiceeieceeeee e 710.3 -0.7 751 44 3.7 2
WISCONSIN.....covieeiiiiiieieieeeeeeee ettt e e e e eeeeeeeeees 2,752.7 1.1 793 35 3.0 7
WYOMING -t e 286.1 0.2 840 24 1.4 40
PUerto RICO .......cooiiiiiiiieieecce e 910.9 -2.5 501 ® -0.6 ®
Virgin ISIaNAS.........c.cveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 37.9 -1.9 706 ® -0.6 ®

M Includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.
@ Data are preliminary.

® Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

“ Ranking does not include Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

® Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

® Data not included in the national ranking.

Chart 3. Average weekly wages by county in Puerto Rico,
third quarter 2013
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Source: 1.5, Bureau of Labor Statistics.




